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No Blank Check for African Kleptocrats at Copenhagen Climate Conference!

From December 6 to 18, 2009, leaders and representatives of nations around the world, international
organizations, and prominent individuals will convene in Copenhagen, Denmark at the much anticipated
Summit on Climate Change. We look forward to a positive outcome of this gathering and are hopeful
that the conference achieves its objectives to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to avert the colossal
implications of climate change globally. We also recognize that those who would be most affected by
ongoing damaging climate change are the people of developing nations, particularly those living in the
continent of Africa.

Nevertheless, we are disappointed that the African Union has selected and the Climate Summit has given
an opportunity to Prime Minister Meles Zenawi of Ethiopia to represent the African continent. We believe
that Meles Zenawi is the wrong person to represent Africa, since his policies are the causes and drivers
for the incalculable environmental degradations currently taking place in Ethiopia. Under Prime Minister
Meles Zenawi’s regime, Ethiopia is facing an ecological catastrophe: deforestation, recurrent drought, and
desertification. Water pollution, air pollution, soil erosion are becoming alarmingly high due to Zenawi’s
regime lacks both sustainable development plans and non-transboundary environmental policies. It is due
to this fact that UNDP and other environmental organizations have been reporting about the alarming
state of the ecological degradation in Ethiopia. Mr. Meles Zenawi’s colossal failures in environmental
policies are highlighted by his regime’s land tenure policy and his relentless suppression of civil and
economic rights. Millions of Ethiopians are exposed to periodic hunger and famine in part due to his
regime’s land tenure policy. After almost two decades of Zenawi’s rule, in 2009 over ten million
Ethiopians are exposed to hunger and malunitrition.

As is customary, Meles Zenawi’s regime has signed numerous international and environmental treaties
that it never implements. To add insult to injury, Mr. Meles Zenawi even chairs Ethiopia’s Environmental
Council. It is partly due to his control that the existing Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) lacks the
political clout to discharge and enforce the duties and responsibilities vested in it. To those who pay
attention to what is going on in Ethiopia, the story of the EPA’s feebleness is a direct byproduct of
profuse lip service given by the regime of Zenawi about its concern for the environment-- as is the case
about good governance, democracy, human rights, etc,. In addition, Mr. Zenawi’s hostile attitude towards
Environmental NGOs - and civil society organizations, in general, has created enormous hurdles for those
who want to mitigate the colossal environmental crisis facing Ethiopia.

According to the government’s own Ethiopian Agricultural Research Institute, Ethiopia has been losing
up to 200,000 hectares of forest every year. In a very recent statement, the head of the same Institute,
stated: “deforestation has continued at an alarming rate in several parts of Ethiopia as a result of illegal
logging, deforestation and other human induced activities". Forty percent of the land covered by forest by
the turn of the 20" century had gone down to 5.5% in 1987 and only 0.2% in 2003. If the current trend
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continues, Ethiopian forest covers would be extinct along with the loss of the country’s uniquely rich
wildlife, fauna, flora, and a broad and general loss of its biological diversity.

The governance problem is one of the main causes of the environmental distress taking place in Ethiopia
Soil erosion, which is linked with deforestation and Meles Zenawi’s land tenure system, continues to
contribute to the drying up of the country’s lakes. Major Ethiopian Lakes such as Haro Maya (Alemaya),
Adele, Awasa, and others have dried out totally. Acute shortages of water afflict major towns such as the
city of Harrar and the capital city, Addis Ababa. As a result of the shortage of water resources, thousands
of Ethiopians are affected by water born diseases.

The use of pesticides, untested and unfitting fertilizers, other toxic chemicals, some of them long
abandoned by the industrialized countries, are now common in Ethiopia. The excess chemicals that are
being washed off from the farms to rivers, streams, and lakes, are causing a plethora of problems
including the poisoning of inhabitants, increasing algae blooms, and excessive plant growth leading to
eutrophication, thereby making the water bodies and vegetation harmful to humans, wild and aquatic life
and polluting the underground water. The level of environmental destruction caused by the chemicals
used by foreign and party owned commercial flower farms and the leather industry is among the worst in
the world. The environmental destruction and its hazardous impacts on human life and other inhabitants
at and around Lake Koka, for instance, are captured by a few investigative reports and were televised
recently by the members of the International media such as the Al-Jazeera Television Network and
detailed by an eminent British Scientist.

Vehicular emissions in the capital city of Ethiopia, Addis Ababa, are alarmingly high. The presence of
lead and sulfur in imported fuels, despite a ban since 2002, and the absence of emission inspection clearly
indicate that the laws Zenawi passes only give lip service to clear and present dangers to the lives of
Ethiopians.

Ethiopia’s government human right abuses and suppression of press freedom are well-documented, by
Human Rights Watch; The US State Department Annual Report on Human Rights, Amnesty
International, the New York based Center to Protect Journalist (CPJ), Journalists without Borders, and
many other creditable international and regional human rights and press freedom organizations. The
organization--Genocide Watch-- has called on the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,
to initiate an investigation against the atrocities committed by the government of Meles Zenawi. Wide
spread corruption also adds to the malaise of ordinary Ethiopians. Transparency International’s most
recent report has ranked Ethiopia as 126" most corrupt country in the world.

Periodic ethnic conflicts in the country are destroying and weakening the institutions and these in turn are

prohibiting the citizens and the NGOs to make informed decisions about the environment. The
governance problem is one of the main causes of the environmental distress taking place in Ethiopia.
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We believe that in an age of Globalization humanity’s interest, wellbeing, and destiny are directly
intertwined. In view of this, we urge you to take tangible steps that include the following concerns
of ours:

1. Mr. Meles Zenawi must be held accountable to the massive environmental degradtion in Ethiopia.
We urge you not to ignore the environmental damages that the Zenawi’s regime has committed
inside Ethiopia. For doing so sends a very bad message to all of us who care about the
environment. Zenawi should not be rewarded for the seemingly non-transboundary environmental
degradation he has brought to Ethiopia.

2. Emphasize the crucial roles of a representative’s records in environmental protection, social
justice, good governance, human rights, and the rule of law that are important in shaping and
averting Global crisis in climate change.

3. Ensure the appropriate use of any climate change financing package to nations with non
representative leaders with bad track records on environment, human rights, good governance,
and social justice by binding conditions tied to strict measures that would ensure that the funds
would not be siphoned off by corrupt leaders such as Mr. Meles Zenawi and others in Africa.

4. Refrain from giving funds to a corrupt regime such as Zenawi as doing so would be a waste of
resources and tantamount to committing the same mistakes that the world community has made
during the 1983/4 Ethiopian famine when., as recently revealed by Zenawi’s rebel comrades, the
food aid and money was used to build his Red Army. Mr. Zenawi will use the same international
funds, as in the past, to keep political and ethnic cronies to continue suppressing the Ethiopian
people.

5. Do not undermine the importance of social justice, good governance, human rights, and the
empowerment of citizens, and their civil societies in shaping and in averting Global warming

We urge countries of the industrialized world attending the conference not to write a blank check and
reward dictators, such as the Prime Minister of Ethiopia, who have abysmal records of human rights
and the environment.
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His Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-Moon
Secretary —General, United Nations
Office of the Secretary General

885 Second Avenue

New York, NY 10017

His Excellency Anders Fogh Rasmussen
Prime Minister of Denmark
Christiansborg

Prins Jgrgens Gard 11

1218 Copenhagen K, Denmark

His Excellency Jacob Zuma
President of South Africa
Union Buildings

Private Bag X1000,

Pretoria,

0001,

South Africa
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His Excellency John E. A. Mills
President of Ghana

Office of the President

Osu Christiansborg

Ghana

His Excellency lan Khama
President of Botswana
P/Bag 001

Gaborone

Botswana

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20520

José Manuel Barroso
President, the European commission
1049 Brussels, Belgium

Robert B. Zoellick
President, World Bank
1818 H Street, NW
Washington, DC 20433

His Excellency Dr. Jean Ping

Chairman, the African Union Commission
African Union Headquarters

P.O. Box 3243

Roosevelt Street, W21K19

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Donald Kaberuka

President, African Development Bank
15 Avenue Du Ghana

P.O.Box 323-1002
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Tunis-belvedere, Tunisia

Justice Navanathem Pillay

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palasi Des nations

CH-1211 Geneva 21 Switzerland

Dr. Jacques Diouf

Director —General, Food and Agriculture Organization of The United Nations
Viale Delle Termi Di Caracalla

00153 Rome, Italy

Honorable President William J. Clinton
Clinton Global Initiative

1301 Avenue of the Americas, 37th Floor
New York, NY 10019-6022, USA

Honorable Vice President Al Gore
2100 West End Avenue Suite 620
Nashville, TN 37203

Jean —Paul COSTA

President, European Court of Human Rights
Council of Europe

67075 Strasborug-Cedex, France

Senator Daniel K. Inouye

Chairman, Senate committee on Appropriations,
722 Hart Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-1102

Senator Jeff Bingaman

Chairman, Energy and Natural resources
703 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Senator John F. Kerry
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Chairman, US Senate Foreign Relations
446 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-6225

Senator Richard G. Lugar

Ranking Member, Committee on Foreign Relations
306 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-1401

Senator Russell D. Feingold

Chairman, Senate Subcommittee on African Affairs
506 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510-4904

Senator Patrick Leahy

Chairman, Subcommittee on Foreign Operations
433 Russell Senate Office Bldg

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Senator Robert Menendez

Chairman, Subcommittee on International Development
528 Senate Hart Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Congressman Dave Obey

Chairman, Committee on Appropriations
Room H-218, the Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

Congressman Henry Waxman

Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce
House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Congressman Donald M. Payne
Chairman, Subcommittee on Africa and Global Health,
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2310 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, District of Columbia 20515

Congressman Chris Smith

Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Africa and Global Health,
House of Representatives

2373 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Michael H. Posner

Assistant Secretary, Human Rights and Democracy
U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20520

Johnnie Carson

Assistant Secretary, African Affairs
U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20520

Dr. Rajiv Shah

Administrator

U.S. Agency for International Development
Ronald Regan Building

Washington, DC 20523-1000

Karel De Gucht
European Commissioner for development and humanitarian aid
1049 Brussels, Belgium

Stavros Dimas
European Commissioner of the Environment
1049 Brussels, Belgium

Heidi Hautala
Chairwoman
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European Parliament, Subcommittee on Human Rights

Eva Joly
Chairwoman
European Parliament, Committee on Development

Ana Gomes

Member , European Parliament
GOLO03A012

L-2929 LUXEMBOURG

Fax: (352) 43 00 27 072

Dr. Wangari Maathai

Founder, The Green Belt Movement & parliamentarian
Green Belt Movement Headquarters

Hughes Building, 1st Floor

Muindi Mbingu Street, Kenyatta Avenue Wing

P.O. Box 67545-00200, Nairobi, Kenya

Ambassador Mr. Zhou Wenzhong

Embassy of the People's Republic of China in the USA
2201 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Suite 110,

Washington DC, 20007

Union of Concerned Scientists
National Headquarters
2 Brattle Square, Cambridge, MA 02238-9105

William (Bill) H. Gates 111
Co-Chair and Trustee

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
P.O. Box 23350

Seattle, WA 98102, USA

John Gaventa
Chairman, Oxfam Great Britain
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Oxfam House, John Smith drive,
Cowley, Oxford
0X42JY, United Kingdom

Erik Rasmussen

Founder,

CEO and Editor-in-Chief, Monday Morning
Copenhagen Climate Council
Valkendorfsgade 13

Postboks 1127

DK-1009 Kgbenhavn K

Tim Flannery ,
Writer and Scientist
Chairman of Copenhagen Climate Council,

Bjorn Stigson

President

World Business Council for Sustainable Development
4, chemin de Conches

1231 Conches-Geneva , Switzerland

Daniel M. Kammen

Professor and co-Director,

Berkeley Institute of the Environment
Mulford Hall, MC 1250

Berkeley, CA 94720-1250

Georg Kell
Executive Director, U.N. Global Compact

James Lovelock
Scientist, inventor and author

Sir Crispin Tickell
Director of the Policy Foresight Programme,
James Martin Institute for Science and Civilization,
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University of Oxford
Old Indian Institute

34 Broad Street
Oxford OX1 3BD, UK

Sir David King

Scientist and Director

The Smith School of Enterprise and the Environment
University of Oxford

Hayes House

75 George Street

Oxford OX1 2BQ UK

Deb Callahan,

President

H. John Heinz III Center for Science, Economics and Environment
900 17th Street, NW, Suite 700,

Washington, D. C. 20006

John Podesta,

President and Chief Executive Officer
Center for American Progress

1333 H Street NW, 10th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20005

Richard N. Haass

President, Council on Foreign Relations
New York Office

The Harold Pratt House

58 East 68th Street

New York, NY 10065

Nancy Birdsall

President , Center for Global Development
1800 Massachusetts Avenue NW,

Third Floor, Washington DC 20036
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Samuel Worthington

President & CEO

Interaction

1400 16th Street, NW, Suite 210
Washington, DC 20036

Jubilee USA Network
212 East Capitol Street, NW
Washington, DC 20003

Fred Krupp,

President, Environmental Defense Fund
257 Park Avenue South

New York, NY 10010

Eileen Claussen

President, Pew Center on Global Climate Change
Pew Center on Global Climate Change

2101 Wilson Blvd., Suite 550

Arlington, VA 22201

Peter Seligmann

Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer
Conservation International

2011 Crystal Drive, Suite 500

Arlington, VA 22202

Russell Mittermeier, Ph.D.
President, Conservation International
2011 Crystal Drive, Suite 500
Arlington, VA 22202

Frederick Boltz, Ph.D.

Senior Vice President, Global Strategies
Conservation International

2011 Crystal Drive, Suite 500
Arlington, VA 22202
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Kumi Naidoo

Executive Director
Greenpeace International
Ottho Heldringstraat 5
1066 AZ Amsterdam

Bill McKibben
Co-founder and Director
350.org (International Climate Action)

Irene Khan
Secretary General
Amnesty International

Kate Gilmore
Executive Deputy Secretary General
Amnesty Intern national

Kenneth Roth,
Executive Director
Human Rights Watch

Georgette Gagnon,
Africa Program Director
Human Rights Watch

Prof Jeffery Sachs

Director, The Earth Institute, Colombia University
405 Low Library, MC 4335

535 West 116th Street

New York, NY 10027

Frances Beinecke

President, Natural Resources Defense Council
40 West 20th Street

New York, NY 10011
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Jonathan Lash

President, World Resources Institute
10 G Street, NE (Suite 800)
Washington, DC 20002 , USA

Carter Roberts

President and CEO, World Wildlife Fund
1250 Twenty-Fourth Street, N.W.

P.O. Box 97180

Washington, DC 20090-7180

Paul Raskin, Ph.D.

President, Tellus Institute

11 Arlington Street

Boston, MA 02116-3411, USA

Christopher Flavin

President, World watch Institute
1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20036-1904,

Lester Brown

President, Earth Policy Institute

1350 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 403
Washington, DC 20036

Leslie G. Fields

National Environmental Justice Director, Sierra Club

85 Second Street, 2nd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105

Ray Simmons
President

Foundation for Environmental Security and Sustainability (FESS).

8110 Gatehouse Road, Suite 101W
Falls Church, VA 22042
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Gerald Le Melle

Executive Director, Africa Action
1634 Eye Street, NW, #810
Washington, DC 20006

Nicole C. Lee,

Executive Director, Trans Africa Forum
1629 K Street, NW, Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20006

John Cavanagh

Director, Institute for Policy Studies
1112 16th St. NW, Suite 600,
Washington DC 20036

International Forum on Globalization
1009 General Kennedy Avenue #2,
San Francisco, CA 94129, USA

Rainforest Alliance

665 Broadway, Suite 500
New York, NY 10012
info@ra.org

Mrs. Betsy Taylor

Center for a New American Dream
6930 Carroll Avenue, Suite 900
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Mark Ritchie

President, Institute for Agricultural and Trade Policy
2105 First Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55404
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George Ayitte

President, Free Africa Foundation
910 17TH St., N.W. Suite 914
Washington DC 20006

James Gustave Speth
Dean, Yale School of Forestry & Environment

Dambisa Doyo
Author, Dead Aid

Paul Collier
Professor, Oxford University

Joseph E. Stigliz
Professor, Colombia University

William Easterly
Professor, New York University

Jared Diamond
Professor, University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA)

Richard Falk
Professor, Princeton University

J. R. McNeil
Professor, Georgetown University

Herman E. Daly
Professor, University of Maryland

Stuart L. Hart
Professor, Cornell University

Ted Vestal
Professor, Oklahoma State University
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Donald Levine
Professor Emeritus, the University of Chicago

Terrence Lyons
Professor, George Mason University

Thomas Freidman
Author and Journalist

Naomi Klein
Author & Journalist

Thomas M. Kostigen
Author & Journalist
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